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Light + Building 2026 —technologies for changing habitats

Global climate goals, increasing urbanisation and new lifestyles are changing the way we think, plan
and use our living spaces. Today, the focus is on combining architecture with intelligent technology —
functionally, creatively and sustainably. And this is exactly where Light + Building has a vital role to
play. From 8 to 13 March 2026, the world's leading trade fair for lighting and building-services
technology will bring together all relevant players at Frankfurt Fair and Exhibition Centre and
showcase market-defining innovations, forge links between industries and generate new impulses for
designing sustainable habitats.

The emphasis of the show is on the relationship between light and technology. From residential
buildings and urban infrastructures to industrial applications, Light + Building covers the spectrum from
creative lighting design to highly interconnected building-systems technology. For manufacturers,
planners, architects, tradespeople, retailers and the real-estate sector, Light + Building is the key
marketplace for innovation, networking and knowledge transfer.

Be Electrified — Electrifying Places. llluminating Spaces.

The motto, ‘Be Electrified - Electrifying Places. llluminating Spaces’, spotlights the twin strengths of
this international trade fair: intelligent energy infrastructure and sophisticated lighting solutions.
‘Electrifying Places’ stands for connected buildings, smart controls, energy efficiency and the
integration of renewable sources while ‘llluminating Spaces’ underscores the emotional, creative and
identity-forming power of light.

On this basis, Light + Building 2026 will explore key developments in the fields of lighting and building-
services technology via three main themes — ‘Sustainable Transformation’, ‘Smart Connectivity’ and
‘Living Light’ — that constitute the guiding principles of the trade fair. 'Sustainable Transformation'
focuses on solutions that facilitate the transition to a climate-friendly building sector — from the
integration of renewable energies and intelligent energy management to resource-saving product
design and sustainable materials. 'Smart Connectivity' addresses the increasing digitalisation of
buildings whereby connected systems, data-based control and intelligent interfaces lay the foundation
for efficient processes, greater convenience and increased safety — from planning to continuous
operation. ‘Living Light’ brings together the aesthetic, functional and technological dimensions of light
and puts the focus on the creative power of light, which sets the scene, creates orientation, supports
functions and generates the atmosphere to make light a key element influencing people’s feeling of
well-being, identity and spatial experience.

One Exhibition Centre, two themes: lighting & building-services technology

Light + Building 2026 presents the entire spectrum of solutions in the fields of lighting and building-
services technology — clearly structured by product segments at Frankfurt Fair and Exhibition Centre.

The eastern section of the Exhibition Centre is dedicated to light. There, exhibitors present technical
luminaires for workplaces, educational facilities, industrial applications and urban settings, as well as
decorative lighting solutions for a wide range of purposes. In this connection, particular emphasis is on
design-orientated luminaires distinguished by their creative quality and combination of light and form.
The transition to building-services technology begins in Hall 8, where lighting control systems,
sensors, control gear and components are to be seen. In the western section, the spotlight is on
modern building-services technology with a spectrum ranging from electrical engineering, building
automation and energy-management solutions to charging infrastructure for electro-mobility. Smart
home and smart building technologies also feature prominently there. In the Intersec Building
segment, the industry also showcases integrated concepts for connected safety and security —
including access control, video surveillance, fire alarm systems and digital protection mechanisms.
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In-depth events

Besides the display of future-oriented new products, Light + Building 2026 will also feature an array of
highlights for the exchange of professional information, creative inspiration and personal encounters.
For the lighting industry, the Design Plaza is a particularly important meeting place with talks, panel
discussions and the presentation of renowned awards, such as the Design Plus Award and the
German Lighting Design Award.

For the first time, the IALD Lighting Design Awards will also be presented at the Frankfurt trade fair.
Another highlight is the presentation of the lighting trends for 2026/27 by the bora.herke.palmisano
design team. Moreover, a new special show invites visitors to experience intelligent lighting as an
interactive design element — staged in four thematic worlds combining design, technology and
architecture in a sensual manner. Light + Building 2026 will also offer a setting for the industry's
upcoming generation with special presentation areas for young talents, as well as the 'Power Creator
Days', which will bring the digital creative scene to Frankfurt Fair and Exhibition Centre.

In the field of building-services technology, the Technology Forum of the German Electro and Digital
Industry Association (ZVEI) will generate important impulses on a range of subjects, including sector
coupling in buildings, cyber security in connected building-services technology and the interoperability
of smart home systems. The ZVEH (Central Association of the German Electrical and Information
Technology Trades) will demonstrate practical digital solutions for energy-efficient, comfortable and
secure living in the E-House. Other partner organisations are planning supplementary contributions to
the programme and will create space for dialogue and innovation.

Further information about Light + Building 2026 can be found at


http://www.light-building.com/

